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The Community Design Collaborative’s mission is to ensure that high-quality design is accessible 
to everyone. To do that, we provide pro bono preliminary design services to organizations and 
communities through a community-engaged design process. We provide these services by matching 
organizations with volunteer design professionals.

In 2020, the Collaborative matched 135 volunteer 

design professionals with local nonprofit to contribute 

$564,857 in pro bono preliminary design services 

and 5,093 hours of community service through 5 

core design grants and 9 rapid response projects.

Pro bono preliminary design services are critical. They enable 

organizations and communities to drive the improvements their 

neighborhoods need most, raise and leverage funding, and take 

projects through implementation. Pro bono preliminary design 

services also lay the groundwork for more equitable development.

The Collaborative delivers preliminary design services in three ways 

—core grants, initiatives, and technical assistance. 
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DESIGN SERVICES
Allegheny West Foundation+
Re-imagining New Learning Spaces: Conceptual 
Design for Renovation of the Panati Recreation 
Center Space

Frankford Community Development 
Corporation+
Façade Improvements for the Frankford Avenue 
Commercial Corridor

Holy Cross Catholic Church+
Conceptual Design for a Campus Sustainability 
Master Plan

North Philadelphia Community Help, Inc.+
West Lehigh Avenue Mixed-Use Development: 
Programming and Feasibility Study

The Church of the Holy Trinity+
Welcome and Resource Center: Conceptual Design 
for Creating a Community Hub

Design AID: Berean Presbyterian Church*
Concepts for reopening the building that span 
circulation, space use, seating/space layouts, visual 
cues, and wayfinding

Design AID: Called to Serve CDC
Feasibility assessment for moving its emergency 
food distribution to a nearby church’s unused annex 
building for safe pickup by groups distributing the 
food packages in their communities

Design AID: COVID Research for Small Businesses
Toolkit of resources for businesses preparing to 
reopen and rebuild

Design AID: HIAS Pennsylvania
Concepts for altering new office space to bring staff 
and clients onsite safely for legal and social services

Design AID: Nationalities Service Center
Concepts for safely welcoming staff and client 
families back into the 4th floor offices for 
comprehensive social services.

Design AID: North 5th Street Revitalization 
Project/Mr. Pizza
Concepts for creating a contactless takeout window 
for safely serving customers

Design AID: OCCCDA Outdoor Dining
Concepts for prototyping outdoor dining options for 
Castor Avenue restaurants

Design AID: Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
Concepts for continued provision of housing, food, 
and shelter while maintaining safe physical distance

Design AID: The Food Trust
Concepts for bodegas to create circulation flows 
enabling customers to keep safe physical distance

Photo Credit: Chris Kendig Photography

+Core design grant 

*Design AID tackled the urgent needs of nonprofits on the frontlines of serving communities during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. In contrast to a traditional core design grant, volunteer teams worked quickly to deliver implementable designs within a week.



Community Design Collaborative 5

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

INITIATIVE

SALT Design and Interpret Green teamed up to offer  
the Eco-IglooTM, an outdoor modular design, adaptable 
for any location. Self-powered, rugged and relocatable, 

educators can choose from four modules to theme a fresh-
air classroom and guide safe, playful learning.

The Design Guide shared 34 outdoor learning space 
design ideas. Symbols convey the types of tools and  
skills each idea involves. Gold Stars flag the top 10  
ideas selected by students, families, and educators.

VMDO’s Groundscapes uses graphic surfaces, movable 
furniture, and an adjustable canopy to provide a  

learning setup inclusive of the imaginations of many,  
and includes tactile surfaces, vibrant hues, and  

sound-curating partitions.

Design AID: Outdoor Learning Spaces Design Ideas Competition sought innovative and creative solutions for outdoor 

learning in a time of global crisis—and beyond—to bring students back to school as soon as safely possible and to expand 

opportunities for outdoor learning in the future. A companion Design Guide is a digital resource for schools across the U.S. 

and globe showcases easily and inexpensively implementable ideas. Funded by the William Penn Foundation.
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AMOUNT PERCENTAGE

• Design Services 564,857 45%

• Corporate   245,269 20%

• Foundation 8,3500 7%

• Individual  82,441 7%

• Public 79,836 6%

• Earned Revenue/Technical Assistance 72,385 6%

• Program Revenue 47,775 4%

• Investment Revenue  33,211 3%

• PPP/Misc Revenue 3,2500 2%

Total 1,241,774 100%

2020  
REVENUE

2020  
EXPENSES

AMOUNT PERCENTAGE

• Design Services 564,857 49%

• Program  438,098 38%

• Mgmt/ General  119,913 10%

• Fundraising 31,752 3%

Total 1,154,620 100%



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Daryn Edwards, AIA | CICADA Architecture/Planning,  
BOARD CO-CHAIR

Richard Winston, AIA | OZ Collaborative, BOARD CO-CHAIR

Jody Arena | Caritas Construction, LLC

Sybille Damas, MSW, SHRM-CP | Congreso de Latinos Unidos

Kevin Flynn, PE | AKRF, Inc.

David Gest, Esq. | Ballard Spahr LLP

Jeff Goldstein, FAIA | DIGSAU Architecture/Urbanism

Carol Horne Penn, Esq. | Clemens Construction 

Rebecca Johnson | AIA Philadelphia, EX OFFICIO

Christine Larsen | Ballinger 

Wale Mabogunje | Parkway Corporation

Megan McGinley, AIA | Kitchen & Associates

Darrick Mix, Esq. | Duane Morris

Charles Moleski | Becker & Frondorf, BOARD SECRETARY

Lea Oxenhandler Litvin, AIA | LO Design

Maria Sourbeer, RA | Shift Capital

Harry Tapia | HACE, BOARD TREASURER

Kimberly Washington, Esq. | Frankford Community 
Development Corporation

Evan Wilbert, PE | Stantec

Julie Wiley, PE | Temple University

The Community Design Collaborative received generous support in 2020 from the Connelly Foundation, COVID-19 Arts Aid PHL, Philadelphia 
Department of Commerce, Philadelphia Division of Housing and Community Development, William Penn Foundation, and WSFS Bank.

Individuals and corporations provide generous funding through comprehensive Corporate Champion major gifts, Impact Circle gifts, special event 
support as well as annual appeal and membership gifts.
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Census Tract
Majority of Households not
in Economic Distress

Majority of Households in
Economic Distress*

*  51% or more of households earn equal or
    less than 80% of Philadelphia AMI

DESIGN PROJECTS
2016-2020

48 out of 88 pro bono projects 
completed over the past five 
years are located in a census tract 
experiencing economic hardship.
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